THIRD GRADE NEWSLETTER
MAY27 - MAY 31, 2012

Parents, this is our last week of regular classes.  We will be dividing classtime between finishing up our current chapters and reviewing in preparation for 4th quarter tests.  As our pace has been very rapid in Math, I encourage you to focus your at-home study time on Math and Language Arts.  I recommend using the review sections in your child’s math textbook to accomplish this.  As this is our last week and we will be mostly focusing on review, your child will not have any homework in core subjects.  However, I strongly encourage you to keep up with the normal homework schedule anyways as we will be covering a new story and math chapter this week.  Additionally, I will not be giving the students spelling, reading or math tests this Thursday.  However, material studied this week WILL be on end of year tests and must be studied. 

We have been working on 4th quarter projects for the last couple of weeks.  However, there still seems to be some confusion which I hope to clear up.  The English project is a 5-page long story written in one of the styles we have read this quarter.  It must involve, in some way, the California Gold Rush and include factual information (i.e. details about real mining tools, real historical people/towns/events).  The Science project is to construct a rubber-band powered car.  I have included a couple of websites under the science section which provide very specific construction plans.  The Social Studies project is a 2-3 minute long presentation on a famous American figure; either fictional or real.  There are plenty of examples covered in Chapter 7 but students can use figures not covered by the book if they wish.  The students are expected to do detailed internet research to inform their presentation and are encouraged to use visual aids such as PowerPoint presentations or posters.

The English project will be due this Tuesday the 29th while the Science and Social Studies projects will be due on Thursday the 31st.  
HOMEWORK SCHEDULE

Reading – Title of Story: “I am in Charge of Celebrations”

Focus Skills: Figurative writing in Poetry; summarizing important information

Sunday- Read the story with parent

Monday- Read the story and answer the questions; Think and Respond, with parent.

Tuesday – Student reads the story to Parent

Wednesday- Student reads the story to parents and discusses Vocabulary Power Words
Thursday- Review

Spelling- Skill for Week – Words that end with –er, -ful, -ly, and -able

Spelling Work:

farmer   useful   softly   suitable   lonely

quietly   teacher   thankful   exactly

readable   nicer   safer   harmful   playful 

suddenly

MATH – TITLE OF CHAPTER 25: Understand Fractions

Lesson 25.1 Parts of a Whole

Lesson 25.2 Parts of a Group

Lesson 25.3 Equivalent Fractions 

Lesson 25.4 Compare and Order Fractions

Lesson 25.5 Problem Solving Strategy: Make a Model

Lesson 25.6 Mixed Numbers 

Review Chapters

Science – Title of Chapter 6: Forces in Motion

Helpful sites in constructing the rubber-band car: http://pbskids.org/designsquad/parentseducators/resources/rubber_band_car.html  

http://www.ehow.com/how_6806567_build-rubberband-car.html

Social Studies – Chapter 7: American Culture

Review Chapter 7 Vocabulary

Apply critical thinking to stories using what we have learned about myths and talltales.

NOTE ON PROJECT RESEARCH: I consider Wikipedia to be an excellent STARTING POINT for research.  You can find many links to other more reputable websites on Wikipedia.  I expect students to use at least three different websites and/or books to research this project.
Challenge Words:


breathing   pleasant   beautiful   float   gentle








